3% WAR, POLITICS, AND THE PRESS 


The boys in the bush 


fighting guerrillas 


fh eee 
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the fresh corpses of 10 
young men in El Salva- 
dor's bush. Strictly speaking, the men 
are not solders but journalists — aem- 
bers of a rine-map “iraninglevalua- 
tion” tea —sentby Soldier of Fortune 
‘magazine lst April to report onthe prog 
rest of the Salvadoran military in is war 
against leftist guerrlas. Although the 
caption stats that a Salvadoran gunner 
“blew away” the two guetlss, credit 
is alo given w an “SOF team member 
since ho instrecod gunner to re 
‘position roversed sear in chopped-barte! 
MoO” just before the fire fight 
‘The aval of SOF stalers in E1Sal- 
‘vader is another milestone i the strange 
isiry of “The Jounal of Professional 
Adventurers." Since its debut in 1975, 
SOPs self-styled “action jours” 
lias drawn fire from both liber polit 
cians and citizens’ yroops for its ona 
bashed endorsement of mercenary 
cctvtis thoughout the world. Federal 
‘nvestigetors have somtinized its adver. 
tising in search ofan alleged mercenary 
reersitmont network and other posible 
violations ofthe foceral Neutrality Act. 
Cle also suggest that its exousive 
coarections withthe American defense 
establishment often allow SOF to act as 
an unoficial arm of the U.S. military. 
In El Salvador, for example, SOF team 
members received an unusual degree of 
cooperaion from U.S. Military Group 
leaders. In its “after-aciion report,” ex 
cexped in the September issuc, Solder 
of Fortane editors soknowledged thet 


[Alan Prendergostisareetonce ste living 
Jn Denver. 


‘Cops (6) Cohumbis Unversity 


For Soldier of Fortune, 


in El Salvador is just another assignment 


by ALAN PRENDERGAST 


they were able to do what the fitty-Ave 
official U.S. miliary advisers in Ei Sal= 
vvodoreannet: accompany and ait Sal 
vadoran troops in actual combat 
opecations. 

Each month, Soldier of Fortune 
dishes upa blend of war news, nostalgia, 
ard polemics. Reminiscences by veter= 
ans recall the unsung heroes of Kerea 
and Vietram. Service articles include 
detailed evaluations of new small arms 
‘and automatic weapons, along with 
how-to pieces an such topics as survci- 
Inco, unarmed combat, ard survival 
tectics. Sandwiched in between are 
classifieds (“Mere for hie: anything, 
anywhere, work alone, short term 
only”) and mall onder ads for exotic 
weaponry (“A rugged, well-balanced 
[crossbow designed forthe toughest sit- 
tuitions”), books (fow To Rll, Vols. t- 
V), Tshirts ("Peace Through Superior 


Firepower"), and sundry other military 
paraphemali 

Bathe true center of any issue of SOF 
{sits vivie, fsinand reporting from the 
world’s cureat hot spots. Articles with 
tiles ike “Africa is Burning,” “Gua- 
temale: Oae We Can Win,” and 
bated Bl Salvadce: Has U.S. Forgotten 
How To Win a War?” viify the “com- 
ames or the “ters” (terocsts) and are 
Jong on pulp-fictca description (“By 
‘ROW, n0 One Was sure just how many 
teus were sniveling around under the 
thick, tangled bush. .”). SOF witers 
also pepper their accounts with the ep- 
propriate military jargon. “We were 
catching it from three sides and those 
litle RPGs were whizzing ito the LZ 
tnd eround the CP with mororonous reg- 
tlunity,” says a recent amile. 

‘Soldier of Fortuae takes pride in its 
rabidly aaticommunist, Lone-wolf ie 


‘Two SOF east members help she “Slr score ne ill. 


